
Summer 2017 | Volume 34 | Issue 2

REFLECTIONS
empowering bright minds who think & learn differently



SUMMER 2017  |  VOLUME 34  |  ISSUE 2

Please direct questions or comments about this publication 
to info@tncs.org or 804.266.2494 x2229.

In Current Events Club, students explore online and 
print resources to learn more about local, national, and 
international news. Sami and Natalie are investigating 
interesting newspaper articles and creating posters to share 
the club’s  “Current News Picks” in the Middle School. 
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This has been such an amazing year! We watched the 
Rancher come down last June and this June we had our first 
events in Founders Hall! The process of  watching this new 
academic building come to fruition has been so rewarding 
and exciting for all of  us. Our over 150 students are so excited 
to know they will be using the classrooms and the Julia Ann 
Greenwood Commons when they return from summer break. 
The highlight of  my year was hearing the students’ reactions 
to their first tour of  the completed building. In addition to 
building our first academic building, we have had several 
other firsts this year. 

This spring we completed our first dual Virginia Association of  
Independent Schools/Southern Association of  Independent 
Schools (VAIS/SAIS) accreditation. These independent 
school organizations visit their member schools every five 
years, completing a very thorough accreditation process every 
ten years. Part of  this process is a self-study component. Our 
faculty split into visioning groups on the following topics: 

• Nurturing Students’ Strengths
• Community Impact
• The Future of  Teaching and Learning at TNCS
• Preparing Students for Their Futures 

This work will help inform our upcoming strategic plan, as 
well. The visiting team, made up of  administrators from 
peer schools, was very complimentary of  our program. 
TNCS passed all of  the standards without any strong 
recommendations.   

This May, we received notice from Virginia Living Magazine 
that we had been named one of  the top three Independent 
Schools in Central Virginia. We had no idea this voting had 
even taken place and were very pleased that this write-in 
ballot from their 15,000 subscribers put us at the top! The 
wonderful work our teachers do is getting out! 

Our academic and student life programs both grew in 
strength and variety this year. With our larger student body, 
we are able to offer more courses, customizing them to our 

Jacob leads the VAIS/SAIS Visiting Team around campus.

REFLECTIONS ON THE YEAR

Nancy Foy, Head of School

“The visiting team was impressed with the passion and 
support for the program and the positive vision that all 
constituents have for the school.  The mission and future 
of  the school are in good hands.” 

- VAIS/SAIS Visiting Team

students’ strengths. We also grew our athletic offerings, having 
both a Cross Country and Boys Volleyball team this year for 
the first time. Our own athletic director, Eric Gobble, was 
named the Virginia Interscholastic Athletic Administrators 
Association’s Athletic Director of  the Year, selected from 
all the Independent School Athletic Directors in the state. 
We also had our first Virginia Independent School Athletic 
Association All-State athlete. Odin Anderson was named 
an all-state golfer this spring, finishing 8th in the state 
championship tournament.  

While our students were working on their reading, writing, 
and spelling skills, they were also building on their strengths.   
Our students participated in numerous community service 
projects, ran small businesses, created amazing art and 
woodworking projects, and entertained us with two fine 
drama productions this year.

I love the end of  the school year and all it brings. From 
celebrating progress, excellence, growth, and our seniors, to 
the sense of  pride and accomplishment that comes from a 
great school year, the end of  the year is  an opportunity to 
reflect on the past academic school year and to build on it, 
making next year even better. 
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THE LIFE IMPACT OF THE NEW COMMUNITY SCHOOL
Words From a Senior

Congratulations to the Class of  2017! One senior, Trenton 
Mayes, wrote his senior speech about New Community and 
the impact this experience has had on him. In his own words, 
Trenton captures the importance and impact of  what we do 
each day at The New Community School.

I can remember waking up the morning of  my interview with 
Mrs. Foy and Mr. Humphrey, freshmen summer going into 
sophomore year saying to my mom, “I don’t want to go to 
another school interview. I had met with 2 other schools and 
didn’t see a fit.” But, some force within me got me up. You 
could say that force was my mother or you could think how I 
do and like to believe that it is some sort of  higher power was 
involved in getting me to that interview and played a vital role 
in my life. I believe that in one’s life a door opens and they 
have 2 or 3 decisions that greatly shape the direction that their 
life goes. My life changed the day I walked into that room and 
saw Mrs. Foy and Mr. Humphrey. I believe sometimes we are 
faced with decisions that we are oblivious to the effects, and 
this time was clearly one of  them and I was not aware of  the 
drastic impact this school was going to have on my life. New 
Community School has opened doors for me that I didn’t 
ever see possible. I was accepted to all of  the colleges that I 
applied to and am going to my number one pick college.

High school has never been an easy time for me. People say it 
is a time of  finding your identity and this could not be more 
true for me. Coming to New Community, I had already been 
to two schools. The first semester of  my freshman year was 
spent at James River High School. My parents recognized 
right away that I would get lost in the other 2000 children. I 
transferred to Christ Church where I was given an amazing 
opportunity, but my choices lead me to not finishing. I was 
given the chance to return to Christ Church my sophomore 
year first semester if  I could prove my grades were good 
enough.

Yet, after attending my first semester of  sophomore year 
at New Community, I realized I had found a home. New 
Community allowed me the space to learn more about myself  
and be surrounded by peers and teachers that were focused 
on learning. Before New Community I would get buried in 
zeros and I thought school was a place to have fun and did 
not understand that school is also a place that you are building 
blocks for your future. My parents loved that zeros were not 
acceptable and I would not be allowed to fall through with 

not trying. As Mrs. Foy says, trust and try. This still does not 
come easy to me but I am learning to get better at this. Now I 
am still the same kid that likes to have fun as you all have seen. 
Yet, something has changed. I have an understanding for the 
importance of  academics. 

New Community is truly a special place and I think coming 
from going to mostly public schools my whole life, I can truly 
appreciate the things that are offered here in all aspects. It 
truly is a community. Every single person that works and 
goes to this school I believe is a kind-hearted individual with 
a bright future ahead of  them. The teachers are more like 
senseis that you get to build relationships with every single 
day and they truly work to mold you to be the best you can be, 
and they are at their best every day even though I may not be.

I want to take this time to thank each one of  my teachers for 
having the patience and belief  in me when I didn’t have that 
for myself. To the amazing staff  and faculty, you gave me a 
chance and support even when life got tough. To my fellow 
seniors I have been with the last 3 years, you have made school 
a place I wanted to come to every day. To the underclassmen 
and women, please always remember to trust and try. School 
is not easy for a lot of  us and if  you apply the school mantra, 
you too will find yourself  standing where I am.

Trenton Mayes, Class of 2017
Senior Speech

Seniors Harrison, Tré, Austin, Woody, Trenton, Adair, Mandy, 
Charlie, and Camille get a hard hat tour of  Founders Hall.



In April, a group of  dedicated TNCS students were hand-
selected from a variety of  creative arts disciplines to attend 
the first ever Virginia Association of  Independent Schools 
Festival of  the Arts. Hosted at the Highland School, this 
celebration of  the arts was an opportunity for our students 
to meet like-minded peers from a variety of  independent 
schools in the area. Various art educators from around the 
area offered a variety of  workshops for the students to 
individually select based on their personal interests. Our 
TNCS students tried their hand at animation, glass fusion, 
paper marbleizing, synesthesia-inspired painting, urban 
art, and theatre workshops. It was a day of  inspiration and 
community bonding, not just within our school community 
but also within our VAIS community. As we left, we were 
given beautiful t-shirts as a memory of  the festival. These 
shirts were extra special for us because our very own Mandy 
Thiede drew and designed the t-shirt graphic (below). Our 
students thoroughly enjoyed themselves and are looking 
forward to the second VAIS Festival of  the Arts next year.

Aaron Webb
Art Teacher

CLASS OF 2017 COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES: College of  Charleston, Emory and Henry College, Flagler College, High 
Point University, Lebanon Valley College, Lees-McRae College, Longwood University, Radford University, Randolph College, 
Randolph-Macon College, Roanoke College, University of  Mary Washington

Acelyn and Madison try paper marbleizing at the VAIS 
Festival of  the Arts.

5

FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS
A Day of Inspiration
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EDUCATING HANDS & MINDS
Hands-on Learning in the Woodshop

I like to study people’s hands. Our hands tell a detailed story 
about us. I remember as a child watching my mother’s hands 
at the piano playing Beethoven or hooking a wool rug. Or, 
later, my mother-in-law’s hands deftly working dough into 
some irresistible baked dessert or efficiently pitting a bowl full 
of  cherries with a simple paper clip. I watch my wife’s hands 
now as she sews, embroiders, or plants tomato seedlings. As 
we age, I see that we have hands shaped and scarred by doing 
things we love.  

My woodworking mentors—patient, thoughtful men, each 
with a keen sense of  humor—had hands that were strong 
but amazingly precise, sawing or chiseling along a fine pencil 
line or knife line. Some of  the smartest, wisest, most patient 
men and women I’ve known work with their hands either as 
a profession or as an avocation. 

Now, I watch students’ hands on their cell phones, iPads, 
or computers. I think many TNCS students often have a 
mechanical reasoning advantage over conventional learners. I 
think it is essential to educate hands as well as minds.

Woodworking class at TNCS began more than a dozen years 
ago as an upper school club. We met once a month. I would 
bring from home a circular saw, a drill, a hammer, some other 
hand tools, lumber, and hardware and we would work from 
the bed of  my pickup truck. Our projects were shared pieces 
like simple benches or picnic tables.   

Upon arriving at TNCS, Nancy Foy saw potential for 
a woodworking electives class and now we have a well-
equipped woodshop in the basement of  the gym. Through 
the generosity of  the Parents Association and a couple deeply 
committed individual donors, we have a table saw, a couple of  
band saws, lathes, a drill press and other machinery, as well as 
a respectable supply of  fine hand tools.

Despite the presence of  machinery, my emphasis is on hand 
work. Craftsmen in the 18th century designed and built 
furniture that few now can equal – and they did it without the 
benefit of  complex machinery. If  you understand how the 
structure of  wood directs your design, you can learn to shape 
and join wood to build beautiful and useful creations without 
dangerous, noisy, dusty machinery.  Learning to saw by hand 
along a straight line or making rabbet or dovetail joints by 
hand educates your mind and your hands together. And, later, 
if  you decide to use machines, you have a clearer idea of  what 

you are trying to accomplish.   

Having taught English at TNCS for many years, I have had a 
unique opportunity to see students in an academic classroom 
as well as in the woodshop. In English, where students are 
continually confronted with tasks that strike in their area of  
learning difficulty, they sometimes show a deeply entrenched 
pattern of  avoidance or minimal engagement. Overcoming 
students’ natural resistance to classwork that has long made 
them feel insufficient, becomes an English teacher’s instinctive 
role. We understand that learning – and displaying learning – 
in the two-dimensional world of  the printed page is often in 
fundamental opposition to how most of  our students’ brains 
are wired. In the woodshop, though, there is no history of  
struggle and failure so students start off  more confident, self-
directed, engaged. For many, learning to see and think in a 
more three-dimensional way comes naturally. They quickly 
see how to create the shapes in two pieces of  wood to form a 
rabbet joint or dovetail joint. Precision, the utter necessity of  
fine woodworking, can take years for some of  us to perceive 
and learn to render. Yet, I’ve watched first year students in 
the woodshop use a handsaw and chisel to make close-fitting 
joinery. They are students who could be attention-challenged 
in an English class but who focus closely and continuously 
from bell to bell as they use their hands to build and learn.  
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Stephen Humphrey, School Counselor
& Woodworking Teacher

A young man, now graduated, who I taught in Upper School 
English for two years, is a prime example. In English, I darn 
near killed him with weeks of  subject-predicate-direct object 
and the implications in Shakespeare’s word choices. But in the 
shop, we taught each other. One week, after days of  tooth-
pulling work to create a research paper, we took class time 
Friday and went down to the shop. He helped me with the 
wiring of  a replacement motor on a second-hand lathe. He 
knew what to do just by looking at it.

Another young man, also now a graduate, used to be in 
the office often for difficulty controlling his frustration. 
He quickly found a strength he didn’t know he had in the 
woodshop, building first a traditional tool tote, an Adirondack 
style chair, and then a dovetail box. In the process, a lot of  
anger and frustration melted away.

In a typical woodworking class now, students come in, get 
their project wood, get the tools they need, and go right to 
work. Most days, we lose track of  time because we’re absorbed 
in our various processes. I apologize to the teacher for their 
being late.

Joe shows off  his tool box, Austin tries out his hockey stick 
adirondack chair, and Ella applies a design to her tool box.
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SABER UPDATES
Alumni, Faculty, and School Highlights

ALUMNI

Matt Kerr, G’13 graduated from 
Elon University this spring. Matt 
earned both a BS in Ecological and 
Environmental Science and a BA in 
Biology. 

Smokey Powers, G’13 graduated 
from Randolph College with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Creative 
Writing and a minor in studio art. 
Smokey recently visited Founders 
Hall, helping her mom, Marta, 
deliver the cushions she made for 
our new benches!

Sean McCarty, G’13 graduated from Randolph-Macon 
College with a Bachelor’s degree in Accounting.

Jack Miller, T’17 graduated from Douglas Freeman High 
School where he transferred after 3 years at TNCS. He 
was recruited by Old Dominion University as an offensive 
lineman and earned both athletic and academic scholarships.

ONLINE  ALUMNI  DIRECTORY

Did you know we now have an online alumni directory? 
Visit the link below to update your contact information 
and tell us what you are up to. This information will be 
added to the directory and we’ll send you a password 
so you can access it! 

tncs.org/alumni/update-contact-info

• Privacy: you will be asked if  you would like your 
   contact information included in the directory or not.

•  If  you do not want your updates shared in the 
   Reflections newsletter, simply let us know in the 
   comments section.

• You may also send updates to alumni@tncs.org.

Katherine Whitehead, G’93, Ryan Hickey, G’00 (and family), Pete Shrock, G’98 (and family), Chad Cassick, G’13, and Reggie 
Brown, G’12 visited TNCS for a hard hat tour of  Founders Hall.

Bridget McKercher, T’13 graduated from High Point 
University with a Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice with 
a minor in Entrepreneurship. She is currently working in 
Richmond as a Business Analyst.

Randy Harris, G’15 was selected first team All Conference 
in the triple and long jump at Lebanon Valley College, and 
was recognized by the Middle Athletic Conference All 
Academic Honor Roll. He was selected to attend the Black 
Student Athlete Summit at the University of  Texas, Austin in 
the fall semester.
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FACULTY
Deb Butterworth is attending the Teachers College Reading 
and Writing Institute at Columbia University this summer. 
The Institute was founded and is directed by Lucy Calkins, 
who is The Robinson Professor of  Children’s Literature at 
Teachers College, Columbia University. Ms. Butterworth 
will be focusing on curriculum development and planning 
in teaching writing and designing writing workshops, 
assessment-based writing instruction, and using mentor texts. 

Kelsey Orsini was one of  two teachers in Richmond selected 
for a scholarship from the English Speaking Union. She is 
spending a month in Scotland this summer studying creative 
writing and British literature at the University of  Edinburgh. 

Nancy Foy, Eric Gobble, and Carolyn Tisdale attended 
The Gow School Leadership Retreat in June. The retreat is 
an opportunity to connect and collaborate with leaders in LD 
schools throughout the country.

Eric Gobble has been named the Independent Athletic 
Administrator of  the Year by the Virginia Interscholastic 
Athletic Administrators Association.

Angela Taylor was nominated and approved to serve on the 
board of  the Virginia Branch of  the International Dyslexia 
Association.

Julie Noble was selected as one of  six “Teachers of  the 
Year” by Virginia History Day.

THE  NEW  COMMUNITY  SCHOOL

TNCS was voted one of  the Top 3 Independent Schools in 
Central Virginia by the readers of  Virginia Living Magazine, 
and one of  the Top Colleges and High Schools of  2017 by 
Virginia Living’s editors.

TNCS students participated in the national Learning Ally 
Great Reading Games. Jack Feldpausch ranked 8th nationally 
amoung the 17,317 participating students, and TNCS ranked 
2nd among the over 1,200 schools.

This June, Adam Rothschild, Director of  Special Programs 
and Co-Director of  the Upper School attended the three-
day Southern Association of  Independent Schools (SAIS) 
Administrative Leadership Institute in Atlanta. The ALI 
offered thoughts on navigating change and tactics for 
communication with parents and teachers from noted 
psychologists, authors, and school consultants Dr. Michael 
Thompson and Dr. Rob Evans, as well as networking 
opportunities with administrators from independent schools 
across the Southeast.

The Junior class had the opportunity to visit Radford University, Roanoke College, and Lynchburg College on the annual Junior 
College Trip.
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SCENES AROUND CAMPUS
First Semester

1. Hallie and Madeline help move teachers into their new 
    classrooms on the last day of school. 

2. Ross and Phil pose with Nutzy the Flying Squirrel during a 
    lunchtime visit.

3. The first event held in Founders Hall was the annual Senior 
    Dinner, honoring the Class of 2017.

4. Reed received the Daughters of the American Revolution 
    Youth Citizenship Award, presented by Ms. Ann Price and 
     Mr. Roy. This honor is given to a student who demonstrates 
    honor, service, courage, leadership, and patriotism. 

5. Camille threw out the first pitch at the annual TNCS night 
    at the Diamond.

1 2

43

5

10



11

6. Henry and Ben go up for a block as part of the first Saber 
    boys volleyball team.

7. The Class of 2017 chose to dedicate the yearbook to Ms. 
    Robinson. Here she accepts the honor from son, Tré.

8. Mrs. Chambers leads a fun time in the Yoga Club, a popular 
    addition to the club offerings and the Health & Wellness 
    program.

9. Woody, Carolyn, Mandy, Charlie, Tara, Marshall, Christa, 
    Marian, and Mackenzie enjoy time with friends at Prom.

10. Jacob gets his team’s catapult ready to launch. 9th graders 
    make catapults as part of their study of ancient civilizations.

6 7
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

4211 Hermitage Road
Richmond, VA 23227

thank you
for voting us one of  the
Top 3 Independent
Schools in Central VA!


